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POUCHED TO ALL OTHER CONSULS IN NANADA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: TRUDEAU'S TEMPEST CONTINUES IN QUEBEC 
REF: QUEBEC 47, 45, 44 

1 . REACTIONS IN QUEBEC PROVINCE OVER PAST 1 1 DAYS TO PRIME 
MINISTER TRUDEAU’S MARCH 5 REMARKS HAS BEEN STRONG, WIDESPREAD, 
AND CONTINUING. TRUDEAU HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY FRENCH SPEAK- 
ING QUEBECOIS OF ALL POLITICAL PERSUASIONS FOR THE OPEN QUOTES 
BRUTAL CLOSE QUOTES STYLE OF HIS ATTACK ON BOURASSA AND FOR 
HIS THREAT TO UNILATERALLY REPATRIATE CONSTITUTIONM EVEN 
ANGLOPHONE MONTREAL GAZETTE DESCRIBED HIS PERFORMANCE AS 
ARROGANT AND UNNECESSARILY ABUSIVE. 

2. BOURASSA, WHOSE PERSONAL POPULARITY HAD BEEN ON DECLINE, 

HAS BEEN RECIPIENT OF WAVE OF SYMPATHY. NORMALLY HOSTILY 
ELEMENTS IN POPULATION AND PRESS HAVE RALLIED TO SUPPORT HIM 
AS QUEBECOIS LEADER UNDER ATTACK BY OPEN QUOTES OUTSIDER 
CLOSE QUOTES. HIS CAREFULLY MODERATED RESPONSE TO TRUDEAU 
(QUEBEC 47) WAS EVEN MILDLY CRITICISED AS BEING TOO POLITE 
AND LACKING IN OPEN QUOTES DYNAMISM NEEDED DEFEND QUEBEC’S 
HONOR CLOSE QUOTES. 

3. MOREOVER, OPPOSITION HAS BEEN FORCED MUTE CRITICISM OF 
BOURASSA FOR FEAR GIVING IMPRESSION OF TAKING UNFAIR ADVAN- 
TAGE OF BELEAGUERED QUEBECOIS LEADER. PEQUISTES REDUCED 
TO UNDRAMATIC ASSERTION THAT REPATRIATION OF OUT OF DATE 
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REAL ECONOMIC-SOCIAL PROBLEMS. RENE LEVESQUE HAS SUGGESTED 
REPATRIATION ISSUE RAISED BY TRUDEAU AS SMOKE SCREEN MASK 
SERIOUS MINISTERIAL SCANDAL, DIRE ECONOMIC PLIGHT OF COUNTRY, 
AND CRISIS IN QUEBEC EDUCATIONAL AND HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS. 

14. EXPRESSIONS OF OPPOSITION FROM SOME OTHER PROVINCIAL 
PREMIERS TO UNILATERAL REPATRIATION HAVE ALSO TENDED BOLSTER 
BOURASSA IMAGE AS IMAGINATIVE POLITICAL OPERATOR WHO IS 
ABLE DEFEND QUEBEC'S INTERESTS IN QUIET, SUBTILE WAYS (SEE 
ALSO QUEBEC 45). RECENT QUEBEC NEWS MEDIA REPORTS GIVE 
IMPRESSION BOURASSA'S CALL TO ARMS TO OTHER PROVINCIAL PREMIERS 
HAS FORCED TRUDEAU TO BACKING OFF FROM UNILATERAL REPATRIA- 
TION THREAT. 

15. COMMENT: REASON FOR TRUDEAU'S UNUSUALLY BLUNT AND 
PERSONAL ATTACK ON HIS FELLOW LIBERAL CONTINUE TO INTRIGUE 
POLITICALLY AWARE QUEBECOIS. SPECULATION RANGES FROM A TRUDEAU 
MACHIAVELLIAN PLOT TO DIVERT INTEREST FROM ISSUES TROUBLING 
BOTH HIM AND BOURASSA TO SIMPLE MISCALCULATION IN DELIVERING 
IMPROMTU REMARKS. ADVOCATES OF FORMER MORE CYNICAL EXPLA- 
NATION CONTEND VERBAL SPARRING BETWEEN LEADERS IS INTENDED 

TO IMPROVE THEIR IMAGES AS DEFENDERS OF IMPORTANT CONSTI- 
TUENCIES, I.E. TRUDEAU WITH ANGLOPHONE CANADA AND BOURASSA 
WITH QUEBECOIS. ON OTHER SIDE OF SPECTRUM, MANY BELIEVE 
TRUDEAU SIMPLY MISGUAGED SENSITIVELY OF ISSUES AND REACTION 
QUEBEC AUDIENCE TO HIS SHARP, SARCASTIC WIT. WHILE IT'S 
LONG TERM POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES ARE STILL NOT CLEAR. ONE 
THING IS CERTAIN, QUEBECOIS WILL NOT SOON FORGET TRUDEAU'S 
PERFORMANCE ON MARCH 5. IT ALSO NOW APPEARS BOURASSA HAS 
SUCCEEDED IN LIMITING DAMAGE TO HIS OWN POSITION AND MIGHT 
EVEN HAVE SUCCEEDED IN ARRESTING THE DECLINE IN HIS POPULA- 
RITY. 
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